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The Electron Microscope Unit is on the main campus of the University of Sydney and is close to the centre of the city. The Unit recognises the substantial role that microscopy and microanalysis is set to play in the next decade, as the emerging fields of nanotechnology and biotechnology have increasing impact on discovery and innovation. The Unit incorporates the Australian Key Centre for Microscopy and Microanalysis and the N.W.G. Macintosh Centre for Quaternary Dating and provides support to the entire academic community of the University by way of instrumentation, expertise and training in a wide range of microscopy (electron, light, SPM) and microanalysis techniques. The Unit also has a strong teaching programme and staff provide courses for students throughout the University. The Unit has a wide range of excellent instrumentation. For details see: www.emu.usyd.edu.au 

The staff complement include five academic, three research, three professional and eleven technical and administrative staff. Staff have a wide range of scientific backgrounds, enabling the Unit to provide expertise across a considerable range of scientific, technological and engineering disciplines. The academic staff of the EMU collaborate closely with researchers throughout the three colleges of the University. As such, the EMU has a strong academic component and some of the most advanced facilities in the world for microscopy and microanalysis. The academic staff provide academic guidance and advice to users of the unit on their projects. They are expected to give leadership in the development, introduction and application of techniques and to provide discipline-leadership to the University and wider community by providing expert advice and training. In addition, the academic staff are expected to maintain their own substantial research programmes and to seek research funding from funding agencies. Currently, academic and research staff of the Unit have programmes in the areas of materials science and engineering (nano-hetero materials, quantum dots), plant cell biology (cytoskeleton, photosynthesis) and advanced microscopy and microanalysis techniques. 

The EMU seeks to develop techniques and expertise for understanding the relationships between the structure and function of living systems. Recognising the significance of microscopy and microanalysis in the post-genomic era, a Lectureship in Structural Biology is now available. 

The applicant will be expected to maintain an active research programme and participate in the teaching, administration and research support activities of the Unit. The successful applicant will have a PhD, proven research ability in biological sciences and extensive experience in electron microscopy. Research interests encompassing advanced techniques in biological microscopy and/or microanalysis are required, as are the ability to work as a member of a team, experience in lecturing, practical teaching and administrative skills. 

Further information on the Unit and the position are available from Associate Professor Simon P. Ringer, phone IDD+ 61 2 9351 2351; fax IDD+ 61 2 9351 7682 or by e-mail simon.ringer@emu.usyd.edu.au.

The closing date for applications is 31 May 2001. 

